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At a very early age the foal is learning :
to mimic his dam’s every move, Here
are Sombraand Tabajara posing on"

the agility platform.




9oMngsters that weve ene.
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Wding to have as ow

the horse industry with his revolutionary

Imprint Training methods that mad:
early handling and training of foals not

DVDs in his lectures for over five:
to demonstrate that imaginative new training strate-
gies are emerging around the world, building on the
foundation that he codified. -
Training can begin soon after initialimprinting
the newborn foal. Thisis possible because horsesare
aprecocial species, which means they are born with
high degree of mobility and neurologically complete.
course their memory bank is not yet ﬁlledbutfhey
are ready and able to learn. The rapidity at whicha
foal learns can be seen as he mimics and matches i
the stride of his dam on their first walkorewn

gallop side by side. i

Enhanced Foal Training's unique conceg
lay the foundation for most other aspects_nof
horse’s future and higher education upon phys
cal maturity. This segment will outline s

only acceptable but standard practice. He
has shown our Enhanced Foal Training i

!

of the elements but is not necessarily,a.ﬁt?_ll; :
of instructions. Certainly all early training
dependent on the health of both mare and foal

Lessonslearnedasasmallfoal orevenawean-
lingwilllastalifetime,ifreinforced&omt_imiﬁb

continued next page
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e of the weanling in the middle.
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TAKE TRICKS TO THE TRAIL

IMPRINT TRAINI

. “Horses are born knowing how to be horses.

..’ SETTl NG TH E What will benefit a horse the most is maturing

- \STAG E FQ R A into a productive member of our human world,
l_l FETI M E" O F where he will live."—Allen Pogue

LEARNING

Classical imprinting can be defined as
a learning process occurring soon after birth
in which a behavior pattern is established.

BY SUZANNE Everything that happens with the foal after

DE LAURENTIS the initial Imprinting falls into the realm of

follow-up trainingand can be considered part

of a lifelong training process.

Dr. Robert M. Miller’s Imprint Training of
the Newborn Foal covers the complete process.
In his latest book, The Passion for Horses and
Artistic Talent: The Unrecognized Connection,
Dr. Miller states that he can think of no other

time. While we cannot rewrite all of the
inherent behaviors of the horse, we can
certainly influence them with early train-
ing. The purpose of Enhanced Foal Train-
ing is not so much about raising a trick
horse as it is about raising a horse that has
“learned how to learn” at an early age. In
other words, a thinking horse!

IF YOU CHOOSE
A WEANLING

All EFT methods are eff
weanling after five to six mi
except that separation from
already be accomplished.
platform (pedestal) trainin
taught to “walk with” the :
same way we have ou
and if he is complian
be placed in the sit
on either a (Horse Tuff)
two bales of hay covered v
of soft carpet.

SIDE BY SIDE
TRAINING

During the Imprir
the foal will begin to bo
human handler as well
and thisis the beginning o
trust bond. We desi
stall that has a see-thro

the foal can be separat
from the dam yet can sti
and touch noses. While the
her morning meal, the foalis ge
through the separating gate foi
solitary lesson. A

During these brief separations w

to teach him to “walk with” us, us

Short separations from the dam f?r
training build confidence and indi-
viduality. We make sure that they
can still see their mamas.

trainer who has more vividly demonstrated
the benefits of early training than Allen Pogue
(myhusband and partner). He says Allen “has
his foals so bonded to him, so compliant, so
obedient, and (are) such willing performers”
that he would never have thought it possible.

Our foals are imprinted in our laps on a
beanbag, which allows us to hold them firmly
yet gently. The beanbag is comfortable for
the handler, and with the foal’s legs folded
in the fetal position, he remains upright and
alert. While they soon outgrow our laps, the
association between the object (beanbag) and
the act of sitting remains strong. This can be
a constant source of comfort and security to
the foal and a very useful tool for the handler.

ly enjoys his withers scr.

. -scratch-

Allen as he learns that being on
special rewards,

f the stall as natural barriers at
‘we halt and also make an inward
hen the foal learns to go with us in
ay, he grows up understanding the

- of “walk with.” We use our hands,
the body, contours of the stall and
ds to help guide him. This method
halter training a non-issue as the
horse becomes habituated to walk-
the handler. The reward for the
is to return to the pedestal next
. The foal can be taught to yield his



Redirecting the flight mechanism through
pedestal training is one of our primary goals.
Learning to stand on the foal platform
once again creates an association between
an object—the pedestal—and the action
of standing still on a safe place ormark of
theirvery own. The foal gains confidence
to stand still and face a variety of situa-
tions in stillness rather than flight.

Weanlings and adult horses are
receptive to the same concepts that
we use on foals although the methods
are adapted slightly. Adult horses

generally require more repetitions as
inherentresponses are already deeply i
developed. The goals of redirecting
the flight mechanism and creating
confidence remain the same.

head, neck shoulders, rib cage an

ters in this way with just the sligh
of pressure applied.

PEDESTAL OR FOAL
PLATFORM

with this instinct fully intact.
don't have a place of their own to ru
pedestal, or in this case the foal

Foal Jea
handler

long” with his

I |
“Wow, this stuff really
works, and promptly!
After about the third dose we had our
mare back. Th?::u,l\ you, Wendals Her'bs!"

isfied C Mich

100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
- - or your money back!

A special blend of

8 premium all-natural herbs |
carefully selected & blended
to help relieve PMS blues

No artificial ingredients

.
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the pedestal that you will have to be

creative in getting them to step off
“their place.”

HOW TO REWARD
AFOAL

= "In the first few weeks, scratching
€ %

TAKE TRICKS TO THE TRAIL

The foal learns early to accept this
position that puts his flight mecha-
nism in neutral. The beanbag is

comfortable and protects his body.
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20,000 PRODUCTS IN STOCK
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
CERTIFIED FARRIER ON STAFF
TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS

ORDER FROM OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.ANVILBRAND.COM

orcaLL 800.354.8202

FOR A FREE CATALOG

on the withers and returning to ‘:'
mom is the best way to teach a foal
about rewards. Most baby horses
love a good wither scratching ses-
sionand will make all sorts of facial
expressions that demonstrate their
pleasure.

WHY THEBEANBAG?

We are used to strange looks
when we travel to the vet’s

office with a very young foal

and a large beanbag slung over ff:nﬁde"‘e 8ained
our shoulder! Administering m Pedestal
medication or other treatment t.ra"""g car-

to a foal can easily become a res over to 3]
stressful wrestling match that a other Educationa,
foal will remember for life. Our aspects, such as
foals are held in our laps (start- h°°ftrl'mming

ing on day one) as we sit on the and b'anket,‘ng.

beanbag. Gently folding and
carefully holding theirlegsin the
fetal position triggers a relaxation
mechanism, and the foal will relaxand
fallasleep. Ourvets love to work with:
because they “sit” quietly!

TRAILER LOADING, STO
TYING, BLANKETING,
HOBBLING AND MORE

mes the place that he learns to stay. Routine
- care such as handling feet and grooming is
t while the foal is on the pedestal.
- A weanling foal can learn an additional

n about standing still if placed in stocks.
ways stay close so that he doesn’t feel aban-
and get frightened. We put a halter and
on and drape, not tie the rope around the
st of the stock. Increase and vary the
time gradually. The colt will actually

old enough to be tied. The foal platfor - thlnkhe is tied although there will be no

LEARNING THE LANGUAGE

Imagine a Horse training is based on old European Circus and modern behavior modi-
fication techniques that allow the horse to “learn” the language of clear and specific
commands/cues. The goal is to create a safe, happy, cooperative horse.

BENEFITS

» The horse learns to to express himself in (pedestal) on which he
control his instinctual an acceptable and posi- can control his situation
inclinations through tive way. and his emotions.

a process of think- » The horse learns to » The attention span of
ing (within a horse’s “unlearn” bad habits the horse is gradually
nature). by replacing them and reliably length-

» The horse learns confi- with positive learned ened.
dence and trust in his responses. » In the learning pro-
ability to deal with the » The concept of giving cess, the horse gains
unexpected. a horse a “safe place” confidence by sharing

» The horse learns a works to literally put in decisions that affect
language of responses a horse in a position his well-being.
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pressure on his lead or halter. The association of standing in the
stock in the pretend tied position will help to make the transition
to being tied easier. Never tie a young horse fast and bardwhen
his bones are still soft and forming.

A training trailer is positioned next to our barn. andtbe foals
and weanlings are fed inside it. If the doors are left open, they will
often step in on their own to stand in the shade or see lfthere is
anything of interest inside. Feedinga horse in a trailerto help him
feel comfortable is NOT the same as bribing one to get in when
the pressure to load is on. _

Foals can become accustomed to blanketing, slickers, saddle
pads and even the feel of soft rope on his body and legs.
Don'tleave afoal unattended with any type of equipment
on him, no matter how quiet he appears to be. Whatever
you anticipate you will want a grown horse to be able to
do asan adult, teach it as a foal. The lessons must be age
appropriate and not include weight-bearing exercises.

KEEP SESSIONS SHORT AND SWEET

Foals learn very quickly and have little need for rep-
etition, so keep sessions short although you may repeat
them two or three times a day. A foal can understand
direction and tolerate correction but punishment only
frightens him. Just as with people, a foal’s positive atti-
tude makes for confident learning experiences. Although
foals can easily be trained, we keep all lessons age ap-

propriate and non-stressful. *

Sue De Laurentis and Allen Pogue live

in Dripping Springs, Texas, where they
own and operate Imagine a Horse and
Red Horse Ranch. They blend modern
and classical horsemanship to make Trick
Horse Training understandable and fun
for the horse and human. Visit online at www. imagineahorse.com and
www.redhorseranch.net.

For Enhanced Foal Training information or DVDs visit
www.imagineahorse.com
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Give them the best...

Cool Calories 100 — for the calories to
improve body condition and weight gain.

Suitable for all types of equine, it provides
five times the fat of an equal amount of
rice bran and does not conflict with
fortified feeds.

At six months of age, the weanling \ e '; Questions about Nutrition?
Tabajara stands quietly in the : Contact Milk Specialties Global for technical
stocks with or without headgear, ‘ ) SPROTE of Sart-to-FRsh pradiieh:

Never tie 3 young horse fastand TR at 866-894-3660 or STFproducts com

We'll connect you with Performance Horse

hard whe 5
n his bones are still soft Nutrition, the equine experts.

and formmg.
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