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The single pillar,
used since antiquity
in horse training,

is also a mainstay
of our “modern” training
program. We call it
the “Liberty Pole”

Tricks to the Trail
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Allen is teaching Taba to move around the pole. The rope is
always held by the handler in the early stages so that he can

give and take the slack very softly to maintain the young horse's

confidence.

American ranch life in the early years necessitated the taming or
breaking of working ranch horses. Although the vaquero methods of
California turned out many a work of art in the finished bridle horse,
the big cattle outfits of the plains had to make quicker work of break-
ing horses. The single pillar became the utilitarian snubbing post as a
short cut to the more time-consuming Vaquero methods. Horses were
commonly tied to the post, snubbed down tight and sacked out, with

little regard to their wellbeing.
The goal was simply to break the
horse. Broncs, as they were often
referred to, would be saddled
while snubbed and often with
one leg tied up they were saddled,
mounted and ridden until they
gave up bucking. Cowboys and
ranch hands were used to a hard
life and took their knocks in stride.
The horses were expected to do the
same. Untamed horses were cheap
and easy to replace.

THE REVOLUTION
IN HORSEMANSHIP

In The Revolution in Horseman-
ship, Dr. Robert M. Miller says

the old ways of breaking horses
have nearly been eradicated in our

“To establish movement
around the pole, fasten the
horse's (long) lead to the
swivel and attach a second
lead rope to the halter ring
on the outside track and
walk alongside him. This is
similar to having a handler
on each side of the horse.
As the horse progresses
and develops self-carriage
and self-discipline, he can
be attached directly to the
pole and asked to move

on his own. It is a great
idea to put quick release
snaps at both ends.”

modern and enlightened society. Round pen schooling has become an
accepted and more humane way of gentling a horse than harsher methods
such as the snubbing post. Results are dramaticallyimproved and usually
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| steel pipe, 7/ feet tall and has a 360-degree swivel at the top 9

rope loosely tied into the
50 it could slip around the post as the horse cir-

} alead
with a quick release snap. We initially use a 20-inch loose rope run throug the ring

(on the pole) so the handler can instantly yield slack if the horse panics or pulls back.

quicker too. i

Useof the round pen became pop-
ular as the range began to dwindle
and cowmen sought an alternative
to galloping untrained horses in the
open. The standard working 60-foot
diameter round pen was quickly
adapted because most horses could
lope easily in this size enclosure.

The Liberty Pole has an effect
similar to round penning in that the
horse has some freedom of movement
but must ultimately return to his
track around it. For folks who don’t
have a round pen, this can be a useful and
acceptable method of training and the pole
is simple and inexpensive to construct. We
need to mention that training atany speed on
a round track should be done in moderation
evenwith ahorse of full physical development
to avoid stressing the joints and tendons.

USING THE LIBERTY POLE,
WORKING IN THE “"ROUND"

To establish movement around the pole,
fasten the horse’s ( long) lead to the swivel and
attacha second lead rope to the halter ringon
the outside track and walkalongside him, This
is similar to having a handler on each side of
the horse. As the horse progresses and devel-
ops self-carriage and self-discipline, he can
be attached directly to the pole and asked to
move on his own. Itis a greatidea to put quick
release snaps at both ends.

When the horse isreliable at moving on his
own around the pole, the handler can direct

The handler can send the horse off in a circle
while staying inside the track and under the
swivel on the Liberty Pole.

the horse from either the inside position, be-
side the horse or in front of or behind or while
standing on the outside of the circle or track.
If you desire to teach a horse to make transi-
tions of gait while on the pole, it will be helpful
to give the horse a “mark” or predetermined
spot at which he will make the transitions.
This will keep him engaged and help him
focus forward as he learns that a transition is
expected at the mark. We use a rubber mat to
give the horse clarity and, at a later date, the
horse can be called to the mark when it is used
in other locations.

Asthe horse progressesat the pole, changes
of direction or half circles can be taught.
A horse can become quite adept at making
circles and even figures-of-eight on the pole
with the handler on the outside of the track.
The horse can be directed through complete
circles both while moving away from the han-
dlerand also moving towards him. Voice aids
or cues and whip cues will direct the horse.







